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DATE: MHMaroh 3, 1399 PROGRENM IDENTIFIER:

Divigicon of Medicald and State Operations
Eurvmy and Certilication
11 States Letter WMamber: 22-9%

SUBJECT: Life Safety Code: Extension Cords and Powsr Strips

A numbar of guestions have been raised about the use of exbtansion
cords and multi-oublet extensions (power strips) in health care
oroupanciss, Seotions 12-%.1, 13-5.1, and 7-1.2 of the 13985
pdition of NFPA 201 require healih care cocupancies to comply with
the 1984 edition of WFPE T4, the Metional Blecbrical Code. T
19684 edition of the National Blectric Code restricts the use of
ewbension covds toe temporary short berm uses. IL is the policy of
HOFA to prohibit non-circult breaker protected extensicon cords in
heallbh care, The limited use of circult breaker protected power
steips is acceptable, provided the current is limited to 1% amps or
less, and no major appliznces =such  as  alr  conditloners,
rafrigerators, or heating units are connected to the power strip.

Caublion: Widespread use of power strips may indicate the need forn
addiftional wiring. A writtern evaluation of the bulldings
slecgtrical system by a certified clectrician can e reguired when
there is widespread use of power strips. If you have guestions,
please contact your Program Representaiive.
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